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elected at all. Letters were sent round to the congregational
churches in each county, asking them to name persons they
considered fit to be members of the new representative. When
the replies were received, the council of the army sat from day
to day and finally picked out 129 representatives of England,
to which were added 5 for Scotland and 6 for Ireland. The
writ of summons stated that 'divers persons fearing God, and
of approved fidelity and honesty'1 were chosen by the army
officers. The 140 have sometimes been called the Nominated
Parliament and sometimes Barebones' Parliament (after one of
its members).
The Nominated Parliament was a great disappointment to
its conveners. Its members* enthusiasm was at least equal to the
ecstatic fervour of Cromwell's opening speech, but their lack of
experience of public affairs could not be overcome by mere zeal
for righteousness. They might declare that 'they looked for the,
long-expected birth of freedom and happiness9, but of the few
acts they managed to pass only one is remembered to-day (that
establishing civil marriage),2 and this caused much unpopu-
larity. With little debate the abolition of the court of chancery
was voted and a committee appointed to codify the law—some
hoped so to simplify it that it might all be contained in a volume
no bigger than a pocket-book. Ecclesiastical questions were
tackled as vigorously as the law. A resolution was passed
abolishing patronage, and indirectly members voted for the dis-
establishment of the church instead of for its reformation. A
small majority was against tithes, believing that a better method
of providing ministers5 stipends could be found than the way
by which many a good soul got but £20 or £30 a year to main-
tain himself and family, while others received £300 or ^oo.3
This evident intention to change radically the existing eccle-
siastical system convinced the army leaders that they had not
found a fit instrument for their needs. They therefore induced
their supporters in the Nominated Parliament to meet early one
morning and agree to resign their powers into CromwelPs
hands. Their action was a surprise to him, for he had taken no
part in the intrigue, which had been mainly the work of Major-
General John Lambert, The latter now urged Cromwell to
1 Old Parliamentary History, xx. 151.	2 See below, pp. 200-1.
3 'An Exact Relation of ike Proceedings and Transactions of the Late Parlia-
ment*, in Somers Tracts, vi. 266.

